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NEW CONVERTS. 


Probably no less than one thousand students 
have up to this point in the college year de 
cided for Christ, and many more will follow 
before the year closes. Fellow students, you 
have led them to Christ and thus discharged 
one very important part of your responsibility 
to your classmates. He who has saved them has 
promised to keep that which they have com- 
mitted to Him, but as He saved them through 
your instrumentality, so will He use you in 
keeping them and developing 
staunch Christian characters. 


them into 


How can this further responsibility be dis- 
charged? In the first place, make it a 
point to seek them out frequently and give 
them the benefit of your Christian companion- 
ship. Having accompanied them to the cross 
and seen their heavy burden roll off, don’t 
think that your work is finished. They have 
been so paralyzed by the great weight of sin, 
that they will make little headway in the 
journey if left alone. Give them the benefit 
of your strong hearts and helping hands; cheer 
them up when they are inclined to be disheart- 
ened over their apparently slow progress. 
Again, pray with them and encourage them 
to pray and speak in the meetings. As 
they may be abashed somewhat by the 
readiness of more experienced Christians, 
have a meeting of beginners only for a while, 
with one or two older Christians present who 
are adapted to the work of helping. In these 
meetings, encourage every student to take part 
very briefly every time. In this way they will 
soon acquire proficiency in prayer and speech, 
and will not hesitate to take part in the other 
meetings. In the third place, they should be in- 
structed in the Word. Jesus said: Sanctify them 
through thy truth: thy word istruth. There 
are many Christians who have not grown spir- 
itually since their conversion. The church 
swarms with such dwarfs and pigmies, because 


Christians have not been nourished with the 
sincere milk and strong meat of the Word, 
and thereby developed into the stature of full 
manhood in Christ. 

Let this not be the case in the lives of 
your newly converted fellow students. Hold 
promise meetings, in which God’s promises 
shall be quoted, purpose meetings, in which 


| your purposes shall be expressed in words of 


Scripture, and praise meetings, where in God's 
own words you may declare what God has 
done for you. Study the characters of the men 
with whom God dealt in olden times, and in 
helping the new converts by going over for 
their sakes the first principles of the plan of 
salvation, you who are oider will get many a 
blessing yourselves. 

Finally, impress upon them the idea that their 
salvation is not only everything to them, but 
that it is very much to those about them. En- 
courage them-to work out their salvation in 
their daily lives. Do this not only by exhor- 
tation, but also by putting them in the way 
of doing definite things. Place them on com- 
mittees, appoint them to lead meetings, and 
use them in college neighborhood work. Also 
encourage them to bring some one to Christ 
just as early in their Christian lives as possi- 
ble. In such ways as these you can greatly 
promote the growth and usefulness of those 
who have just accepted Christ. 
by having saved 


To be sure 
them, you have done 
them an inestimable service, but upon you 
rests the responsibility of preparing them to 
save others. It rests with you to decide 
whether they shall be merely a garrison or an 
aggressive army. 
— ee 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 
heareth my word, and believeth on Him 
that sent me, hath everlasting life, and 
shall not come into condemnation; but is 
passed from death unto life.—John 5: 24. 
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How much time do you spend every day in 
talking to God? 

pacgneeallinss 

How much time do you spend every day in 
listening to God? 

—— en 

Have you led one fellow student to Christ 
during this college year? 

,-— 

Have {you honestly decided that you are 
willing to go anywhere, at any time, to do 
anything for Jesus? 

— 

Upon these four found ition stones, prayer, 
Bible study, individual work, missionary 
spirit, the College Young Men’s Christian 
Association stands 


ye 


The day of prayer for colleges in January 
has been followed, as is ever the case, by rich 
blessings. Revivals are reported in many 
places. Students are daily coming to Christ. 


we 


The citculars and blanks calling for the an- 
nual reports of the College Associations will 
soon be issued. For some reason the Corres- 
ponding Secretaries in a number of colleges 
have delayed filling and returning the blanks 
in past years. 


The College Secretary would most earnestly | 


request their immediate attention to the circu- 
lar as soon as it is received. The information 
called for can be compiled in a very few days. 


The preparation of the report to the Inter- | 
national Committee consumes some time, as it | 
involves a careful summarising of the reports | 


of nearly two hundred Secretaries. If the 
College Secretary is compelled to write again 
and again,and even the third and fourth time, to 
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some of the Secretaries, as he has actually done 
in past years before securing a reply, the pre- 
paration of his annual report becomes the 
heaviest burden of the year. 

A hint to the wise (and this is a pretty strong 
hint) is said to be sufficient, so the writer of 
this brief chapter in lamentations will reserve 
his righteous indignation for the delinquent 
Secretaries. 

scabies 

The College Secretary is just entering upon 
a tour of visitation among the Iowa Colleges, 
which will cover nearly three weeks. The 
college work in Iowa is already in a very good 
condition, and three weeks of developement 
of existing organizations will, it is hoped, 
place the work upon a basis equal to that in 
any other state. There are already Associa- 
tions in eleven colleges and two academies 
There should be organizations in several more, 
and no doubt there will be when the expected 
State Secretary takes hold of the work. 

From Iowa into [linvis for six weeks with 
State Secretary Brown. The programme for 
the Illinois tour is fully made out, and em- 
braces every College Association in the State, 
except one or two which have been visited 
recently. 

The work in these two great Western States 
is entered upon with high expectations. Will 
the College Associations pray that these ex- 
pectations may be fully realized, 

a 
STUDENTS IN CONVENTION. 

Since the issue of the January BULLETIN, 
nearly one thousand students from forty col- 
leges have met in four Conventions, and a 
fifth is in session while this report is being 
written. About seven hundred and fifty of 
these were students in three colleges where 
the Conventions met, and the remaining two 
hundred and fifty came from thirty-seven col- 
leges to the Conventions. 

The New Jersey College Conference met 
at Rutgers, January 26th and 27th. Forty 
college delegates came from abroad. Valu- 
able aid was given by Cleveland H. Dodge 
and Henry H. Webster, of the International 
Committee; R. C. Morse, general secretary of 
the Committee; C. H. Yatman, general secre- 
tary of the Newark Association; and Rev. 
Dr. Worden, of Princeton. The discussions 
were practical, and the interest very deep. 
The results of the Conference upon the col- 
leges represented have been quite manifest. 

The second College Conference of New 
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England met at Amherst, February 1-3. 
Thirty delegates were present from ten New 
England colleges. C. K. Ober, State Secretary 
of Massachusetts, and the College Secretary 
were present. The lecture of John B. Gough 
on the first evening of the Conference, gave a 
grand impulse to its character. The evening 
session was dispensed with, and every stud- 
ent attended the lecture and came away 
thrilled, as only Mr.Gough can thrill by his elo- 
quent appeal in behalf of true Christian man- 
hood. The programme regularly followed in 
these Conferences was fully carried out, and 
every subject thoroughly and earnestly dis- 
cussed. The sessions were well attended by the 
Amherst students, and their influence is ap- 
parent in a revival of religion in which a 
number of mep have accepted Christ. 

Over one hundred students from ten colleges 
assembled at the Michigan State Convention, 
which was held at Albion, the seat of Albion 
College. This is the largest college delegation 
ever assembled at any Convention, State or 
International. The college delegation of this 
convention was exceedingly suggestive of the 
wonderful progress in this department of as- 
sociation work. The first College Association 
was organized in Michigan at the State Univer- 
sity, twenty-six years ago, and one of its char- 
ter members, Mr. Spence, at whose mother’s 
suggestion the Association was formed, was 
present at this convention. One of the mem- 
bers of the Louisville Conference of Students, 
which inaugurated the Inter-Collegiate move- 
ment in 1877, was also present. The college 
delegation at this State Convention was four 
times as large as that which met in Interna- 
tional Conference at Louisville. 

The reception given the college delegates 
by the Young Men’s and Young Women’s 
Christian Associations of Albion College, was 
one of the pleasantest features of the Conven- 
tion. 

Another matter which must not be omitted 
is that the first state organization of College 
Young Women’s Christian Associations was 
formed during the session of this Conven- 
tion. An Executive Committee was elected, 
and measures recommended for the prosecu- 
tion of this important work throughout the 
co-educational colleges and young ladies’ 
seminaries in the State. 

The Ohio State Convention which met in 
Dayton, Feb. 14-17, had seventy students 


present from sixteen colleges. In order that | 


the college work might receive the full atten- 


tion it demands, the students remained on | 
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Monday and spent an extra half day in dis- 
cussing their special work. Visiting delegates 
from the College Young Women’s Christian 
Associations of the State were present, and 
formed a state organization and prepared to 
to push their work on in Michigan. 

The report of the Conference now meeting 
in connection with the New York Convention 
will be given in the March BULLETIN. 

The results of such Conventions cannot be 
over estimated. The students who represent 
their colleges in these Conventions, will re- 
present the Conventions in their colleges. 
They will transmit the enthusiasm, the 
well tried methods, the wide-awake ag- 
gressiveness of business men to the somewhat 
exclusive monotonous routine of student life. 
Revivals of Bible study, individual work and 
missionary zeal, will take place, and the world 
will receive the impress of godly instead of 
godless culture through the life of many a 
young man whose conversion will be directly 
traceable to this work. 

One result of the Michigan Convention, is 
that one student decided to spend his life in 
India. 


——--—- — 


THE BUSINESS MEETING. 


It should not occur oftener than once in 
three months. The business of the College 
Association is not sufficient to justify a monthly 
meeting. If any special matter of business 
suddenly comes up which the Executive Com- 
mittee cannot attend to, a special meeting can 
be called. The College Constitution provides 
that the business meetings shall occur in 
September, January and May; the May 
meeting being held in connection with the 
Annual Meeting of the Association for the 
election of officers. 

The purpose of the meeting is to hear re- 
ports of committees, discuss methods of work 
and instruct committees and officers concc:"- 
ing special duties arising in the progress of 
the work. The following is a good oucline of 
the plan according to which some business 
meetings are conducted. 

1. Opening by the President with Scripture 
reading and prayer. 

2. Roll Call. 

3. Reading of Minutes. 

4. Reports of Special Committees. 

5. Reports of Standing Committees. These 
should be made in writing. The fact that a 
Committee expects to report its work will 
frequently serve as an incentive to faithfulness. 

6. Discussion of some phase of Association 
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work. This should be opened with a brief, 
carefully prepared written address by some 
member appointed by the Executive Com- 
mittee, and should be followed by very brief 
remarks by the members. The range of sub- 
jects to select from is sufficiently wide: The 
prayer meeting, Bible study, the missionary 
meeting, individual work, neighborhood work, 
Inter-Collegiate relations, correspondence, pub- 
lication, visitation, conventions, the relation of 
the Association to the State Organization and 
to the International Organization, the work 
of the Y. M. C. A. among railroad men, Ger- 
man speaking young men and colored young 
men, the General Secretaryship a profession, 
the call to it and the qualifications required 
for it, etc. These questions ought to be con- 
sidered by your Association. You can get 
printed information in abundance upon all of 
them. You should discuss them in your 
meetings, and not wait for a visiting Interna- 
tional or State Secretary to present them. 

7. Brief devotional exercises in closing. 

Such a meeting as this held three times a 
year will be very helpful in suggesting 
methods for the best development of the work. 


fe 
COLLEGE ITEMS. 


University of the Pacific, San Josz, CaL.— 
The Corresponding Secretary writes: ‘‘An 
Association was recently organized in our insti- 
tution, with about twenty-five active members. 
We hope soon to double the number. The fol- 
lowing meetings are held:—A meeting for Bible 
study, Sunday morning; prayer meeting, Tues- 
day evening; noonday prayer meeting, Thurs- 
day; young men’s meeting, Thursday evening.” 
We greet this far away Association all the 
more heartily, because of the emphasis it lays 
upon Bible study. 

State University, Austin, TExas.—A new 
Association reports from this University. One 
of the Wooster University Association boys is 
Corresponding Secretary, and writes very 
enthusiastically as to the outlook. Mr. Stiles 
was active in its formation. Thus it is the 
movement extends. Now that a beginning is 
made in California and Texas, let us pray that 
the students the western and southern 
frontiers may ‘‘ hold the fort” until help and 
cheer can be given them from the more 
thoroughly organized sections. 

Agricultural and Mechanical College, 
AvuBsuRN, ALa.—An Association has also been 
organized here. This institution was repre- 
sented at the Baltimore Conference, and we 


on 
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shall surely see delegates from it at the next 
International Convention in Atlanta 

German American College, GALENA, ILL. — 
The students of this College have lately or 
ganized an Association. We hope ere long t 
greet them in person. 


Princeton College, Princeton, N. J.—The 
revival in Princeton reminds one of the 
wonderful outpouring of the Spirit which oc- 
curred in 1876. Many men have accepted 
Christ, and Christians have been lifted into a 
higher, purer atmosphere. One of the signi 
ficant and yet by no means surprising things 
about this movement was expressed by one of 
the fellows who said that ‘‘ the present work 
in college is largely owing to the unusual in- 
terest in Bible study which has prevailed 
during the year.” This searching of the 
Scriptures at Princeton resulted as it did at 
Berea, and as it will everywhere throughout 
all time. 

Dartmouth College, HANnover, N. H.— 
An earnest request comes for prayer for this 
institution. Pray that every student may be- 
come a Christian. Do not limit God’s power 
when asking blessings. 

Lincoln University, CHEsTER Co., Pa.— 
Several very delightful days were lately spent 
here. There had been an unusual religious 
interest for some time. During the preceding 
week some students had decided the question. 
Only forty-two students of over two hundred 
in the institution were out of Christ. Forty 
of these asked for prayer during the two days’ 
meetings, and twenty-four professed Christ, 
leaving only two ‘students in the entire Uni- 
An 
entire day was spent in personal conversation 
with inquirers. Joyful it was to see one after 
another arise before his fellow students and 
announce, I have found Him. Conversions 
are not a surprising thing at Lincoln. The 


versity who had expressed no interest. 


| professors and students work for them and 


look for them. A revival in Lincoln is very 
significant, not only because of her relation to 
millions of our own citizens, 
stand in 


for who can 
without wondering 
for 


such a scene 


what this day’s work will accomplish 
Africa. 


Harvard College, CamBpripGe, MAss.—The 
Harvard delegates presented an encouraging 
report at the Amherst Conference. Their 
association, the Christian Brethren, has -a 
membership of about sixty, with an attend 
ance at the weekly meeting of nearly twenty- 
five. These numbers do not seem large, but 


| they indicate a decided advance in interest. 





